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COMMANDER
UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
YIETHAM

ne Prasident of the Onited States takes pleasure in presenting ihe
Silver Star Medal to

Jo¥N FORESS -SERRT
LIEUTTNANT JUBLIOR GRADE
UNITED STATES MAVAL RESERVE

ror sarvice as set foxth in the Tellovicg:
GITAT Ll

*Fer comspioucns gallasiry pnd {inspapidity ic actiom while pervicg A3

Offiser in Charge of Tzdted Ssatas Navy Fatrol Cralt Fast 94 and Olficer

in Tactical Command of sz cperatioo in the Republic of Vietzan. Cn 28
February 1559, Zatrol Cralt Fest 23, 43 and %, i cocjumetion with Upderuater
De=slition Tems 1] and Tieipamsse Regicmal and FPopular Foreda personnel,
senfucted en operetico oo the Ga Maw Feninsula as part of Gpermtions SEA LORDS.
Jklls transiting the Bay Hap Fiver em routs %0 AL insertion peint alomg *ae
Desg Cung Aiver, thesa creft with iki=ty Regional/Popular Force parsognel
agibarked in sesh unit caze nde= heavy enediy gmall arzs fira from the rives
basks, The 0fflecer in Tectical Commard, Lisutepant [jucier prede) EERRL
directed hisz umits to fusz to tae beach acd chargs e Viet Doog pesitions.
Lisutanazt |jumior grade) EESRT expertly dirgctad thz Tire of his craft &t

the flagirg endmy Whlle si=:l-aneously scordimating e irgertien of the
amnasyad teoops. Woils the Bwgiopal and Fopular Tore:s ponduatad an area
sweer, Tatrol Cralt Fast L3-recained oo statice 52 provide [ire aupport and
spr=ol Cralt Fast 23 and 3L Doved npatrsan to ipvestigste ar ares Irom wnich
pinshota were coming. irmiving at the area, Ligutesant {juzdor grade) EE8EE's
comft raceived a B-40 Tecket close eboard. Cnee again Lisutenant [(jusisr
grads) EERFI erdered ods uniss tg charge the ememy poaliiocd apt auemonsd
Sptrol Craft Fast 43 to the ered io provide additicmal flrepover. Fetrel
Teyf+ Fat G4 Then Leached in the cenler of the epezy positions and a5 ATADY
scldier sprang up from Lis ssziticn not ten Jest frcg Patrol Sralt Fast o

ard fled. - Without hesita*ioo Lisutenszt (jrniar grade) ESERY leaped ashare,
pursued the zaa mehizd & hooteh ard idlled him, capturing a B-40 rocket

F nsber with & round in the chasber. Lisutesant (jupice grade) KEBRY then - ..,

1it

g
f a

1ed ar assaut party asd conducted a AWeeE of the aree while the Paircl Craft o
Fpst cepticusd to proride fire support. Aftar the enemy bad been cospletely  C- !;.:
roated, &1l personnel returmed to the Patzel Craft Fast %e withdrau frea the .. 2
area. While backing off the beach, these units again case ucder a hail of  _Tized
fire, this %ime Irca the opposita river bask. Lieutapant (jusicr grmde} ‘.-‘-:'.'E-ﬂ' !
VERRT imredistely ceordimated the firepower of bis units acd suppressed iue RS -
enszy fire. Leter, after dissobarkizg pernorme), and vhlle Exiting zom . T i
“hg Epy Hap Rivar, tha Patrol Craft Fast vere agein taken w.der Lire. fd=n= .o ol

sspant (lumior grade) KERRI imgediately Sanayverec hid eraft tbrough severt. Lo
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strefing runs which completely silanced the onemy. AS & Tesult of this
operaticn, ten Viet Cong were xillsd and cpe woundad with no frieadly

cpsualtips. 1o sdditien, mumercus sempans, siructures end bunders were
dsstroyed as well as cenflseatlon of substantisl gquantities of combati

essential supplies. Lientenant [junior grade) EEFRZ's devotioz 1o cuty,
sourage under Jire, sutstanding leadership, acd sxe=plary professionalise
directly centributed to toe succeas of this cperatica and were in keeping
yith the highest traditlons of the United States Nawal Sarvice.”

w
a

or “he President

Vica Adkifel, U. 5. Havy
Cepmander U. 5. Neval Forces, Vietnan
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAaVY
WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the

STAR MEDAL to

LIEUTENANT (JUNIOR GRADE) JOHN F. KERRY
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

For heroic achievement while serving with Coastal Division

ELEVEN engaged in armed conflict with Viet Cong communist

aggressors in An JXuyen Province, Republic of Vietnam on

13 March 196%. Lieutenant ([jg) Kerry was serving as Officer in

Charge of Inshore Patrol Craft 94, one of five boats conducting a

SEA LORDS operation in the 31g ng River. Khile exiting the River,
&

a4 mine detonated under anot

nshare Patrol Craft and almost

simultanecusly, another mine detonated close abeard his Inshore
Patrol Craft knocking a man into the water and wounding Lieutenant
(jg) XKerry in the right arm. In addition, all units began
receiving small arms and automatic weapons fire from the river
banks. When Lieutenant (jg) Kerry discovered he had a man over-
board, he returned upriver to assist. The man in the water was
receiving sniper fire from both banks. Lieutenant (jg) Kerry
directed his gunners to provide iﬂPifﬁiiiﬂE fire, while from an

exposed position on the bow, his arm

leeding and in pain and with

disregard for his personal safety, he pulled the man aboard.
Lisutenant [jg) Kerry then directed his boat to return and assist
the other damaged Inshore Patrol Craft. His crew attached a line
and towed the damaged boat to safety. Lieutemant (jg) Kerry's

rofessionalism, great personal caurnga under fire, and complete
edication to duty reflected great cre

it vpon himself and were in

keeping with the highest traditions of the United S5States Naval
Service.

The Combat Distinguishing Device is authorized.

For the President,

ypz_ /::i,(_ﬁ

Secretary of the Navy





