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Calendar 
 

April 8 – April 10 
Chess Tournament in 
Nashville 
April 11 – 15 
Book Fair 
April 11 
Freestyle Pictures 
April 12 
Book Fair Night 5:15 
Spring Dinner 5:45 
April 14 
Drama production 7:00 
AVID Certification 
April 19 
Habitat Celebration Night 
5:00 – 8:30 
April 20 
PTSA Coffee and 
Doughnuts 
April 29 
Teacher Workday 
May 4 
Progress Reports Home 
May 5 
Choral/Band Concert 7:00 
May 18 
EOG 
May 23 
Orchestra Concert 
May 27 
8th Grade Field Trip to 
Carowinds 
May 30 
Teacher Workday 

 
 

From the Principal 
 

As we start this final quarter of the school year, we are beginning to plan 
for next year.  In the next few weeks, all students will receive course selection 
forms to bring home.  

 
 This is a great opportunity for parents and students to discuss school 

plans, both for next year and the years after.  Each year, the courses selected serve 
as prerequisites for future courses.  You also can help your students choose elective 
courses that match their interests and special talents.  

 
 At a time in the lives of young adolescents when communication can be 

challenging at best, choosing courses for next year can provide a structure for 
meaningful conversation. 

 
I want to let you know about a significant change in the middle school 

math curriculum that will begin next year.  Algebra I will be offered to students in 
two formats.  Seventh graders can choose to begin Algebra 1 and finish the course 
in either one year or two years.  The two-year choice will be named Algebra 1-A 
and algebra 1-B.  I have taught algebra in both formats and know the advantages to 
a large number of students who choose the two-year option.  The content is the 
same in both; only the pace changes.  Students in algebra 1-/1-B will continue math 
by taking geometry in grade nine. 

  
We are also adding dance to the electives available in the fall of 2005.  

The arts department at Randolph is one of our greatest strengths.  We will continue 
with our strong band, orchestra, chorus, and art programs. 

 
 More information about specific courses will be available with the course 

selection forms.  Randolph also will host an information session for parents and 
rising seventh and eighth grade students to answer questions and provide 
information on curriculum and course offerings.  Check with your student or the 
Randolph web site, www.randolphmiddle.org, for more information. 

 
There are many exciting events taking place at Randolph in the last couple 

of months of school.  I hope to see you here as we recognize student 
accomplishments in academics and athletics. 

 
Jackie Menser 
Principal 
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Your PTSA 
Randolph PTSA Board 
2004 – 2005 
 

President 
Beth Monroe 
704/365-9461 
 
Executive Vice President 
Tammy Seigel 
704/362-1543 
 
Vice President/Marketing
Patsy Pressley Burkins 
704/442-1565 
 
Vice President 
Fundraising 
Cary Bernstein 
704/367-1772 
 
Treasurer 
Steve Stemkowski 
704/364-9886 
 
Secretary 
Hope Root 
704/341-1004 
 
Beautification/Grounds 
Trish Fleishman 
704/341-0362  
 
Kim and Rich Dillen 
704/367-1620 
 
Book Fair 
Joni Trobich 
704/364-6242 
 
Directory 
Ellie Ferdon 
704/568-3695 
 
Valerie Vaughn 
704/535-5850 
 
Myra Zweier 
704/542-7712 
 
Fundraising 
Aswathy Thomas  
704/594-9832 
 
Gwyn Aldridge 
704/554-6007 
 
Grade-Level 
Coordinators 
Anne Mauldin (8th) 
704/543-8499 
Shara Jones (8th) 
704/568-3211 
Lisa Brown Premo (7th) 
704/541-7810 
Jenny Beaumont 
704/364-8083 
 
 
(Continued on next page) 

Remember: Join the Habitat Celebration 

Randolph Middle School invites you to be a part of the 
excitement on Tuesday April 19th as we celebrate our 

Schoolyard Habitat. 
 

Tuesday April 19th 
5-8:30pm 

Randolph Middle School 
 

Habitat Update: 
 
The pond is almost complete and the trails are clearly visible in the 

Habitat now.  Under the canopy, the ferns are putting out new fronds.  The 
buds on the Piedmont Azalea are swelling and starting to bloom.  Wild 
Geranium is starting to show purple and pink.  Leaves are showing on all 
of the trees, and the dogwood is in full bloom.  Coral or Trumpet 
Honeysuckle climbs throughout the Woodland sporting clusters of bright 
red flowers.  Cross Vine shows off with reddish orange and yellowish 
orange blooms.  Most of the blooming plant life is found under the trees 
during April.  Late spring and summer will bring color to the meadow.  
Bird life continues to make the Habitat home and soon the pond will teem 
with life.  Come and explore this peaceful setting. 

 
Volunteers are sill needed to help with  general garden maintenance 

(weeding, cleaning up, mulching, and cleaning out any lingering invasive 
plants) on the following dates: 

April 11 from 1-4 p.m. 
April 12 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
April 13 from 12 – 5:30 p.m. 
April 14 from 12 – 5:30 p.m. 
April 18 from 12 – 5:00 p.m. 

Students can help with some of the work.  Contact Beth Henry for 
more information about opportunities or weather questions at (704) 375-

5424.  Leave a message if necessary. 

  

 
Yearbook News 

 
If you missed the deadline for ordering a yearbook and still want one, 

you are in luck.  Yearbooks can still be ordered for a cost of $18.25 and 
will be delivered in May.  See Mr. Oreskovic for details. 
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Your PTSA 
Randolph PTSA Board 
2004 – 2005 
 
(continued 
from previous page) 
Health Room 
Vicki White 
704/568-7460 
 
Membership 
Kris Coleman 
704/566-1800 
 

Newsletter 
Debbie Inskeep 
704/643-2609 
 
Kathi Purvis 
704/366-5988 
 
Reflections 
Reginald Powe 
704/953-2411 
 
Staff Appreciation 
Sandy Arey 
704/844-2799 
 
Cheryl Furr 
704/525-7434 
 
Cynthia Robinson 
704/566-9111 
 
Web Site 
Bill Geer 
704/366-3327 
 
Welcoming/Open House 
Coordinators 
Beth Davis (Barringer) 
704/341-7190 
 
Ellen Thompson 
(Lansdowner) 
704/366-5600 
 
Patty Weber (Oakhurst) 
704/442-2811 
 

National Academic League  
 
 
This year Randolph’s National Academic League (NAL) finished another exciting 

season. Under the watchful eye of coach Sarah Wheeler, the team blended seasoned 
players with interested newcomers. Afterschool sessions were scheduled to research 
information for third-quarter skits and review factual information that might be utilized 
during the game.  

 
The first game arrived and the season began. The team did its best to present the 

most correct responses during each game. As a result of their hard work, the Raiders 
became the League Two winners. This earned them the chance to play the winner of 
League One, Coulwood, in the district semifinals. The game was decided in the final 
minutes as the teams battled for each point on the scoreboard.  

 
Finally, Randolph prevailed and qualified to meet Carmel at the District 

competition. Once again the battle lines were drawn as brows furrowed in concentration 
with each question. The competition grew closer with each point on the scoreboard. As 
the buzzer sounded, the final score found Randolph behind by one point, sending 
Carmel to the Regional competition in Winston Salem. 

 
The team will convene over pizza and ice cream April 5th to say good-bye to its 

eighth grade members and celebrate a well-played season. Congratulations to the team, 
parents and coach for a great NAL season. 

 
Karen Daniel 
 

Classroom Links 
Did you know that most 

of our teachers at Randolph 
have classroom web pages?  
Log onto Randolph Middle 
School website, 
www.randolphmiddle.org, 
select “teachers,” and see 
what is happening in your 
student’s classroom.   

In Other News 
Over the past four years, Randolph has been involved with the College of Education 

Department at UNCC.  A grant written with UNCC initiated this venture.  From that 
grant, Randolph developed a contractual agreement with UNCC to become a 
Professional Development School (PDS.)   

Though the concept of a PDS has been around for at least 20, few are found in this 
area.  Randolph and Concord Middle School in Cabarrus County are the only middle 
schools represented at UNCC.  A PDS allows education students to do field experience 
and observations on our campus for their courses.  Eventually, some of these interns 
begin yearlong clinical work on site with assigned teachers.  These teachers serve as 
supervising teachers for the students when they begin student teaching.  

There are many benefits. Our students have more assistance in classes.  The 
university students have an opportunity to make a difference by working with the same 
students weekly.  The teachers have an extra hand to supervise and assist them.  By the 
time the interns student-teach, they are familiar with the school and the transition for 
both RMS students and the student teachers is smoother.   

In March 2004, three Randolph faculty members accompanied Mrs. Menser to 
Orlando for the National Professional Development Conference. This March, Mrs. 
Menser returned to Orlando to be a national presenter (along with Mrs. Cox), bringing 
Randolph a bit of national recognition.  A faculty committee for Randolph’s PDS has 
been established to continue planning how to best serve our students with the use of 
UNCC interns and student teachers.   

In March of 2006, perhaps a larger party from Randolph can be represented at the 
national conference with ideas and proud moments to share.    

Claudia Cox 
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West Regional Choral Contest 
 
On March 21st,  18 members of the RMS Honors Chorus traveled to Wingate University to compete as a large 

ensemble. We were a little overwhelmed as we watched the first group enter the stage.  They had 125 singers and filled 
the stage.  Their hands were down by their sides just like Mrs. Love had taught us.  Their faces were looking up and 
facing their director.  Their rib cages were lifted and their singing posture was correct. They sounded wonderful. After 
listening to 4 or 5 groups we waited for our turn in the warm-up room, rehearsing our songs with Adriana Jeres and Mrs. 
Bostic our accompanists.  When it was finally time to line up, it seemed like a long time before we were given the ok to 
begin.  Our hearts were beating loud in our ears as Mrs. Love directed Adriana to begin playing the introduction to “In 
Flanders Fields” and we began opening our mouths and using our voices to sing together just as we had practiced so 
many times. We were hoping we would not forget the words to the songs, that our voices would blend, and that our 
breath support would give pitch to our tones.  We knew that our articulation was so important. After we sang our two 
numbers, we left the stage.  Outside, Mrs. Love huddled us together on the steps and showed us our grade.  We had made 
an excellent, next to the highest grade possible.  Mrs. Love was proud of us and we knew we had done our best.   

How did we prepare for the contest?  Practice, practice, practice…I had to practice the pitch and memorize the two 
songs…I listened to the CD of our parts at home…I practiced singing in front of my parents…I watched myself sing in 
the mirror…I taught my brother the songs…I hummed the song and thought about the song while walking in the 
hallway…I took my music and went to the piano and played the notes and tried to match them with my voice…In class I 
had to listen and blend my voice with the other singers… I finally learned how to keep my hands by my side, this was 
hard for me…I had to work on my impatience with my singing and with my neighbor’s singing …I also discovered you 
should not have wandering eyes but to stay focused on the director. I found out it was important to hold out the vowel 
sound and not the consonant. In class, we spent a lot of time making sure we were singing the right pitches and that we 
weren’t singing too loud. Breathing was important and we had to hold out the pitches for the right number of beats. In the 
end, nothing bad happened and we sounded great! 

 
From Student Reports 
 

Orchestra News 
 
Field trips: On March 23, the 8th grade Orchestra traveled to Oakhurst to play for the 5th graders. On April 6, the 7th 

grade orchestra will travel to Sherwood Elementary in Gastonia to perform for their orchestra students and grades 2-5. 
ArtsTe ach/Charlotte symphony grant:  With a $l0,000 grant dealing with human conflict. Mrs. Frisina and her 7th and 

8th grade orchestra classes worked with local composer David Crowe to create a composition for each class based on musical 
motifs the students wrote.  We began by exploring how to make contrasting sounds with a piece of newspaper, then on our 
instruments.  Next we listed a long list of words describing human emotions and categorized them into positive and negative 
emotions (some fit both categories). The next assignment was to write a short musical phrase, or motif, to describe a positive 
and negative emotion. Mr. Crowe then wrote each class’s composition using many of the motifs the students composed.  
Mrs.Frisina worked with Mr. Crowe to make small changes in bowings, style, tempo, etc. The classes were even able to try 
different ways and choose which way they preferred.  Once we spent a few months working on the pieces (both of which were 
challenging!) we had to name them.  After quite a bit of dis cussion and two votes, we chose “the winning title.” 

The 7th graders named their piece "The Morning After..." signifying that what follows human conflict and resolution is up 
to each of us, and is a part of conflict. The piece had three main sections. The first begins with musical intervals that clash and 
a recurring rhythmic beat using motifs representing menace, fighting, hatred and death. The second, in a minor mode, signifies 
death, depression and hatred. In the final section, the musical ideas of peace, faith, freedom, justice and hope are evident. 

Mr. Crowe incorporated the word H O P E into his 8th grade composition as a unifying melodic theme combined with 
motifs students wrote. Mrs. Frisina couldn't help but think of Hope Stout and her wonderful story. She suggested dedicating 
the piece to Hope’s memory. We wrestled with an appropriate title, finally selecting "The Spirit of Hope," which had a 
twofold message we thought: it honors the spirit of Hope Stout and inspires us to realize the power of a hopeful spirit. This 
piece had two main sections, beginning with a repeating heartbeat under a sad melody of disagreement and death, fading to no 
heartbeat at all. The second section begins in a flowing, lyrical melody of unity, love, family and HOPE. We almo st could feel 
Hope's presence as we performed this unique work in her honor. 

We performed these original works along with other music we learned March 17.  Mr. Crowe and Mrs. Shelby Stout,  
Hope's mother, attended.  WBTV did a short segment on the 6pm news that day about Hope's story and an article telling about 
"The Spirit of Hope" appeared in the Mecklenburg Neighbors section of The Charlotte Observer. 

From Student Reports 
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Sports 
Schedule 

April 11 
Baseball/Soccer vs. Carmel 
(H) 
 
April 13 
Baseball/Soccer vs. South 
Charlotte (A) 
 
April 14 
Track vs. Crestdale (H) 
 
April 18 
Baseball/Soccer vs. 
Crestdale (H) 
 
April 21 
Track vs. Carmel (A) 
 
April 25 
Baseball/Soccer vs. 
Robinson (A) 
 
April 26 
Track vs. Robinson (A) 
 
April 27 
Baseball/Soccer vs. 
Alexander Graham (H) 
 
May 2 
Baseball/Soccer vs. Quail 
Hollow (A) 
 
May 4 
Baseball/Soccer vs. Carmel 
(A) 
 
May 5 
Track vs. South Charlotte 
(H) 
 
May 9 
Baseball/Soccer vs. South 
Charlotte (H) 
 
May 11 
Track League Meet at 
Crestdale 
 

 

Go Club, is he kidding?  
 
Have you heard students talking about “Go” and thought it must be the latest 

catch phrase? (You know, like “bling”?) 
    
That’s not the case. Go really does have a club here at Randolph and it’s taken 

the school by storm!  
  
Go  and Omak are both board games that are older than dirt. OK, maybe not that 

old… but there are several very interesting tales about the origination of Go and no 
one is sure exactly when these ancient games really originated.  Go was introduced 
in the United States sometime during the 1960s but didn’t start getting really 
popular until the online gaming craze. 

   
Go  and Omak are both dynamic games that can be as complex as the players are 

experienced, or as simple and fun as Tick-Tack-Toe or checkers if you’re a novice.  
  
Our parent-sponsored club graces the Media Center every Friday from final bell 

until 5 p.m. At last count, our 17 members consisted of way too many 7th graders 
(☺) and a half dozen or so 6th and 8th grade players.  All grades and skill levels are 
welcome!  

   
Guest speaker/instructors from the Charlotte Chapter of the American Go 

Association join us frequently.  AGA Chapter President Greg McCall is among our 
regular guest speakers.  And although our very own Randolph Go Tournament 
Champion, Ben Sigel, hasn’t managed to defeat Greg just yet, it’s great fun 
watching him try! 

      
I’d like to extend special thanks to Go Club co-sponsor Jeff Doer (Kyle’s dad) 

for his support in making the Go Club happen, Ms. Titlebaum for letting us invade 
the media center on Friday afternoons, and to Ashby, Kyle & Langley for talking 
me into this. 

Come, and try GO! 
Media Center; Friday 3:45-5:00 PM.   (pick up no later than 5:15 please). 

 
 
Krisha Coleman 

 
 

Summer Camp News 
 
Queen’s University of Charlotte is once again offering its KidCollege and 

TeenCollege summer camp programs, as well as studio programs for gifted 
and talented students.  These programs offer rising first through rising eleventh 
graders a wide variety of topics to choose from – everything from architecture 
to dragonology to writing.  Camps run primarily in the morning with an 
optional afternoon camp available.  For older students, overnight camp is 
offered in addition to day camp.  For more information, visit 
www.explorebeyondschool.com or contact Linda Fisher at (866) 545-5927. 
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Curriculum News 
 
As Randolph students and staff prepared for a much anticipated Spring Break, third quarter drew to a bustling close. 

From competitions to field trips, Raiders used the last minutes to finish exciting and worthwhile endeavors. 
 
For IB students the Areas of Interaction have swung into high gear. Sixth graders traveled to Beaufort, N.C., to learn 

first-hand about the culture and history of our state. Through interdisciplinary lessons, students blended fun with learning 
during the trip. Seventh graders also took to the road for a three- day adventure at Camp Thunderbird. Utilizing team 
building strategies and problem-solving skills enabled students to experience academic content in the great outdoors.  

 
Not to be left out, the Fine Arts Department made contributions as well. Band students held their spring concert March 

3, while the chorus traveled to Wingate University for a regional competition, earning an overall rating of Excellent. Mrs. 
Frisina hosted a spring orchestra concert that focused on compositions created while working with Charlotte Symphony 
composer David Crowe as part of an ArtsTeach grant. Seventh graders performed their song “The Morning After,” while 
the eighth grade played “The Spirit of Hope” in honor of Hope Stout.  

 
April and May will focus on community and service opportunities, the Schoolyard Habitat, and many other exciting IB 

program highlights. A few examples include the Asian Fair hosted by seventh grade, a look at World War II by Mrs. 
Brisson’s students on April 17 from 2 to 3:30 pm and Where in the World, an introduction to middle school. These are 
only a few of the end-of-the-year celebrations, recognitions and programs that make the Middle Years Program special. 

 
Karen Daniel 

 
March 1st marked the date for the State Writing Test for 7th graders throughout North Carolina.  Sixth and 8th graders 

wrote to Quarterly Writing Test prompts that same day.  To promote the purpose and audience components of writing, 
Mrs. Menser challenged students to submit “letters to the principal.”  She prompted students with the problem of spending 
$200 for books for the Media Center.  Students had to determine what kinds of books they would suggest and why. Four 
students were selected as winners.  These students will have lunch off campus with Mrs. Menser and Mrs. Cox in April.  
The students are:   

♦Christopher Block (6th - Ravert homebase)  
♦LaQuentin Winchester (6th – McHugh homebase)  
♦Eber Alvarado (8th – Doherty)  
♦Michael Craig (8th – Doherty)  
 

In the AVID program, Ms. Pokorney and counselor Renee McKoy took the 7th grade class to UNCC on March 4.  
Accompanied by college students, students toured the campus, visiting a dorm room, the bookstore, the Student Activity 
Center and classroom buildings.  Their tour ended with lunch on campus at a dining hall.  The UNCC students were 
impressed by the questions asked and the behavior displayed by our students.   

 
On March 11, Ms. Pokorney and Miss McKoy once again ventured out with AVID students, this time the eighth grade 

class.  A chartered bus took 47 eighth graders to the University of North Carolina at Wilmington.  Again, college students 
divided the Randolph students into groups and led them across a very spread-out campus.  The hike to the dining hall alone 
made the students well aware of what campus life is like.   After lunch, students boarded the bus and took a trek to the 
North Carolina Aquarium at Ft. Fisher.  Mrs. Cox and Ms. Snyder helped to chaperone the trip.  For Ms. Snyder, it was 
truly a trip home.  She used to work for North Carolina at the Ft. Fisher State Recreation Area.  Along with the trip being 
extra special for her, three students on the bus acknowledged they had never seen an ocean before.  

 
Letters from our military serving in Iraq continue to arrive for students.  Gratitude to our students is expressed in each 

one.  Some students are even preparing care packages now to send to their new pen pals.  This letter writing activity by Mr. 
Burnham helps students to recognize the impact they can make with their writing abilities.   

 
Claudia Cox  
Academic Facilitator 
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