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By signing this CHEST Author Agreement (“Agreement”), each and every undersigned author (each, “Author”) of the 
below-referenced manuscript (the “Manuscript”) represents, warrants and agrees as follows:

1)  I have participated sufficiently in the research and analysis of data, as well as the writing of the Manuscript, to take 
public responsibility for the Manuscript and to qualify as an “author” under CHEST’s policies (available at www.
chestjournal.org/misc/policies.shtml and referred to as the “CHEST Policies”).

2)  All content included in the Manuscript is original and does not infringe the intellectual property rights or violate 
any other rights of others, including but not limited to, their rights under laws of contract, confidentiality, privacy, 
libel, slander and defamation. If the Manuscript includes third party tables, graphs or other content, I have obtained 
written consent to use such materials. The third party consents will support print and on-line publication in CHEST, 
publication of supplements, translation into other languages, and other derivative uses and worldwide distribution  
of the Manuscript. 

3)  No portion of the Manuscript has been published previously or is under consideration for publication elsewhere. I 
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that are related to the Manuscript. I have not and will not report scientific information described in the Manuscript  
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events and changes to the protocol, that are relevant and material to the study results and/or other content of the 
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including the requirement to follow the highest ethical standards. I acknowledge that CHEST relies on my disclosures 
and may discipline me for any misconduct, in accordance with the procedures outlined in the CHEST Policies.

8)  I hereby assign to The American College of CHEST Physicians (“ACCP”), which is the owner of CHEST, all of my rights, 
title and interest in and to the Manuscript. This assignment will occur automatically, without notice or further action, 
upon acceptance of the Manuscript for publication in CHEST. ACCP’s rights in the Manuscript will be full and unlimited, 
and I disclaim all rights whatsoever. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if I am a federal employee, I will retain copyright 
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10)  I will indemnify and hold harmless ACCP, CHEST’s Editor in Chief, staff, editors and peer reviewers, and all of 
ACCP’s officers, regents, agents and employees, from and against any and all liabilities, damages, claims, causes 
of action, suits, proceedings, demands, costs and expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees and expenses) 
asserted against or incurred by any of them in connection with any allegation of breach, or actual breach, of my 
representations, warranties or obligations under this Agreement. I acknowledge and agree that my liability is joint 
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breaches of this Agreement by co-Authors, regardless of fault, or lack of fault, on my part. 
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