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As another school years ends, we 
must start preparing for another 
one to begin. There will be a 
change next school year in our 
office. As most of you know, Mr. 
Jimmy Coats is retiring and Lance 
Taylor will take over as our 

Executive Director. Joey Walters has joined our 
staff and will take Lance’s position and become 
the rules interpreter for basketball and conduct 
the basketball rules meetings across the state this 
fall. I will still be assigning basketball officials 
for regional and state play-offs, and I will take 
over as the rules interpreter for football. 
 
Speaking of Mr. Coat’s retirement, I want to 
thank Jimmy for the support and guidance he 
has given me in the six years I have been with 
the AAA. Being an official himself, he 
understood the challenges of officiating and 
worked with the AOA Executive Committee to 
improve officiating and better open the lines of 
communication between schools and officials. 
The AOA has become a stronger and more 
professional organization in his tenure as 
Executive Director of the Arkansas Activities 
Association. Lance will follow in Jimmy’s 

footsteps and continue to work with the AOA 
and our Executive Committee to strengthen the 
organization for years to come. 
 
Listed in this issue is information for summer 
camps and clinics. Please take the opportunity to 
attend one. We have some outstanding 
instructors dedicated to helping officials 
improve and eager to share their knowledge and 
expertise to those willing to learn. Now is the 
time to take a new official and mentor him/her. 
We were all rookies at one time; it’s time for us 
to give something back and be willing to work 
with new officials and give them some of the 
same opportunities we received. 
 
Don’t forget the Hall of Fame Banquet and golf 
tournament on Friday July 21. We have a very 
deserving class entering the HOF; this should be 
an outstanding weekend. The Statewide Football 
Clinic will be Saturday July 22 at the Hot 
Springs Convention Center. Please make plans 
to attend. 
 
Have a great summer and continue to work hard 
to improve your skills. 

It’s been a good run!  It’s time to 
let someone else take charge and 
make all those interesting 
decisions. 
 
As my retirement draws near, I 
must reflect on my last ten years as 

executive secretary of the AOA. I have had the 
opportunity to work with three great associates, 
Jerry Hall, Glen Siler and now Don Brodell.  
These men have all done an outstanding job 
working with officials throughout the state.  
Each one has had his own style and goals for the 
AOA and adjusted as change dictated. 
 
The AOA Executive Committee members I have 
worked with over the years have brought many 
new and innovative ideas to officiating across 
the state.  They have always been willing to 

work with the staff and their district officials to 
ensure that the best officials in the state were 
working region and state events.  They have 
known what the players deserved and made that 
their goal.   
 
Don Brodell continues to provide the leadership 
needed to make officials in Arkansas the most 
professional and well trained possible.  The 
officials in the state need to follow his leadership 
and take advantage of every opportunity to learn 
and mature as officials. 
 
Thanks for all of the support and kindness shown 
me during my tenure at the Arkansas Activities 
Association.  Continue to show this support to 
Lance Taylor and Don Brodell as new challenges 
and changes arise. 
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2006-2007 Meeting Dates and Sites 
ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 6:30 P.M. UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

      
Volleyball Rules Meetings   Spirit Rules Meetings 
June 21 AHSCA Coaching Clinic, Fayetteville (9:00 A.M..)   Aug. 1 Prescott HS 
Aug. 1 FS Southside HS   Aug. 2 Central Jr., Springdale 
Aug. 3 Central Jr. HS, Springdale   Aug. 3 Ft. Smith Southside HS (3:00 PM) 
Aug. 7 Jonesboro HS   Aug. 3 Russellville HS (7:00 PM) 
Aug. 9 HSU Wells Center   Aug. 8 Harrison HS 
Aug. 10 AAA Bldg., NLR   Aug. 9 Batesville HS 
      Aug. 10 Jonesboro HS 
Football Rules Meetings      Aug. 16 Monticello HS 
 June 23  AHSCA Coaching Clinic, Fayetteville (1:30 P.M.)   Aug. 17 AAA Building, NLR 
Aug. 3 Prescott HS   Sept. 11 ACCA/ADTA Fall Conference (2:15-3:45) 
Aug. 7 Harrison HS       
Aug. 8 Springdale HS   Basketball Rules Meetings 
Aug. 9 Van Buren HS   June 22 AHSCA Coaching Clinic, Fayetteville (3:00 P.M.) 
Aug. 10 Pine Bluff HS   Oct. 2 Nettleton HS 
Aug. 14 Nettleton HS   Oct. 3 Forrest City HS 
Aug. 15 Batesville HS   Oct. 4 Prescott HS 
Aug. 16 Forrest City HS   Oct. 5 White Hall HS 
Aug. 17 AAA Bldg., NLR   Oct. 9 Batesville HS 
      Oct. 10 Harrison HS 
July 22 Statewide Football Officials Clinic   Oct. 11 Springdale HS 
  Hot Springs Convention Center – 8:00 A.M.   Oct. 12 Van Buren HS 
    Oct. 16 
Baseball / Softball / Soccer       
June 21 AHSCA Coaching Clinic (9:00 A.M.)    Soccer Sept. 24 Statewide Basketball Officials Clinic 
Jan. 15 Harrison HS Baseball/Softball/Soccer   Hot Springs Convention Center – 8:00 A.M. 
Jan. 17 Springdale HS Baseball/Softball/Soccer   
Jan. 18 Paris HS Baseball/Softball/Soccer       
Jan. 22 Star City HS Baseball/Softball       
Jan. 24 Forrest City HS Baseball/Softball       
Jan. 25 Batesville HS Baseball/Softball/Soccer       
Jan. 29 Nettleton HS Baseball/Softball/Soccer       
Jan. 31 Prescott HS Baseball/Softball/Soccer       
Feb. 1 AAA Bldg., NLR Soccer       
Feb. 5 AAA Bldg., NLR Baseball/Softball       
            
 Jan. 28 Statewide Baseball/Softball Officials Clinic       
  Hot Springs Convention Center – 8:00 A.M.       

AAA Bldg., NLR 

2006 Camps 

Bi-State/Four State Basketball 
Officiating Clinic 

 
When:  June 23-25, 2006 
 
Where:  Oklahoma State Univeristy-
 Gallagher IBA Arena and Colvin 
 Center  Stillwater, OK 
 
Contact:  Eddie Jackson 918-453-7274 
 Mike Fox 479-631-2831 

Arkansas Basketball  
Referee Camp 

 
When:   July 5-7, 2006 
 
Where: Forrest City High School complex 
 
Contact:  Larry Jayroe 870-630-0614 
 Bob Dunham 901-382-0818 
 Huey Pugh 501-681-0848 

Southwest Arkansas  
Referee Clinic 

 
When:   July 7-8, 2006 
 
Where: De Queen High School 
 
Contact:  Chris Gauldin 870-542-6164 
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Harold “LeLe” Bartlett 
Bartlett is a 1944 graduate of Russellville High 
School, who received a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Arkansas Tech University in 1950. 
 
Bartlett also has three graduate hours from 
Arkansas Tech, three from Henderson State 
University and six from the University of 
Central Arkansas. In 1972 he received his 
Masters Degree in Vocational Education from 

the University of Arkansas. 
 
Bartlett worked in the Russellville Public Schools for 28 years. 
His previous job experience was as director of the Russellville 
Area Vo-Tech Center, which serves students in Pope, Johnson 
and Yell counties; marketing education teacher-coordinator; 
supervisor of adult education and with Texaco, Inc. of Pope, Yell 
and Conway counties. 
 
Bartlett went into the Russellville High School Hall of Fame in 
1944, denoting his scholastic and athletic excellence. He received 
an honorable discharge from the United States Air Force in 1948. 
He was named Outstanding Marketing Distributive Education 
Teacher in Arkansas in 1981. 
 
Bartlett was a member of the Arkansas Officials Association for 
44 years. Bartlett’s official experience includes a high school All-
Star football game in 1965 and the Class AAAA state football 
championship game in 1985. He served as a referee in the AIC 
for 35 years, and worked a national NAIA playoff game in 1983 
and the national championship game in 1986. He was named to 
the Hall of Distinction at ATU in 2003 and received a 
Russellville Cyclone Volunteer Service Award (40 years of 
service) in 2004. In 1950 he served one term on the AOA 

Executive Board. 
 
Bartlett worked track and field from 1960 to 2000. He worked as 
a timer and finish line coordinator for four Meet of Champions, 
four high school state meets, two conference meets and two 
national NAIA championships. 
 
Bartlett’s professional memberships include the Russellville 
Education Association, Arkansas Education Association, 
National Education Association, Arkansas Vocational Education 
Association, American Vocational Education Association, 
Arkansas Association of Marketing Education Teachers, National 
Association of Marketing Education Teachers and the 
Distributive Education Clubs of America. 
 
Bartlett was president of the Russellville Jaycees. He was named 
Outstanding Local President of Arkansas State Jaycees. He 
served as the Russellville Rotary Club president, vice-president, 
and as a Board Member. He is a member of the Russellville 
Chamber of Commerce and a charter member of the Chamber’s 
prestigious Red Coat Committee. He’s an ATU Endowment Fund 
Worker and ATU Foundation Board of Director. 
 
Bartlett is a life-long member of Central Presbyterian Church, 
where he served as deacon, ruling Elder, Sunday School 
superintendent and trustee. He also served as one of the teachers 
of men’s Bible Class. 
 
Harold and his wife Marian have two sons, David and Kent and a 
daughter, Nancy. Both sons are members of the Russellville High 
School Hall of Fame. David is president of Simmons Bank in Hot 
Springs. Kent is a dentist practicing in Russellville. Nancy is a 
graduate of UAMS School of Dental Hygiene and lives in Little 
Rock. 

2006 Hall of Fame Inductees 

Thomas “Sonny” Downs 
Downs is one of the few Arkansas high school 
officials to officiate the finals and state 
tournaments in three sports – football, 
basketball and baseball. 
 
Downs football career spanned 31 years and 
amassed some 800 games. He worked 31 
playoff games and two state final games. He 
also worked the Texas State High School All-

Star football game in Amon Carter Stadium in Fort Worth, Tex. 
Downs also worked in the Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference 
for three years. 
 
Downs officiated approximately 3,000 basketball games over 32 
years. He worked numerous district tournaments, eight regional 
tournaments and two state tournaments. He also worked a state 
final game in Pine Bluff as well as the 1987 Arkansas Girls All-
Star game in Little Rock. 
 
Downs’ baseball career covered 25 years and over 800 games. He 
worked four regional tournaments and three state tournaments. 

Downs served District 7 of the Arkansas Officials Association as 
president and vice-president. He presented numerous clinics in 
the three sports he officiated. 
 
His officiating career was curtailed in 2004 when he was felled 
by a sudden stroke five days before the 2004 football season was 
to begin. 
 
Downs played basketball at Texarkana Community College and 
attended Henderson State Teachers College. He is retired from 
the United States Postal Service where he was Chief of the 
Regional Vehicle Maintenance Facility in Texarkana. Sonny also 
served his country in the Texas National Guard and retired after 
41 years as a First Sergeant. He served on active duty in 1961-62 
during the Berlin Crisis. 
 
Downs coached Texarkana Boys Club baseball, basketball and 
football teams for many years. He is a member of the Rose Hill 
Baptist Church. 
 
Downs and his wife Sandra have been married for 46 years and 
they have one daughter, Sarah and her husband Carl Shooter, and 
one granddaughter, Rebecca, age 13. 
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2006 Hall of Fame Inductees 

Perry Webb 
Webb has spent his entire life in the state of 
Arkansas. The son of a Baptist minister, he has 
lived in virtually every corner of his native state. 
 
He graduated from Walnut Ridge High School 
and received his associate degree from Williams 
Baptist College in 1977. He majored in business 
administration at Arkansas State University and 
was selected Alumnus of the Year by Williams 

Baptist in 1996. 
 
After almost five years in law enforcement where he served as a 
deputy sheriff of Lawrence County, Webb embraced a career 
change that would change his life. Serving as president of 
Chambers of Commerce from one corner of Arkansas to the other 

for the last 19-plus years, he has learned the ways of business and 
civic involvement. 
 
As the executive director of the Walnut Ridge and Forrest City 
Chambers of Commerce and in his current position as president 
and chief executive officer of the Springdale Chamber, Webb has 
worked all facets of the business sector. From tourism, 
community and economic development to advertising, marketing 
and festivals, he has done it all. Managing staffs ranging in size 
from two to 10 and budgets as large as $1.6 million, he has 
proven time and again he knows what it takes to get the job done 
right. 
 
As an avocation, even with his heavy workload, Webb found 
time to serve as a high school basketball and football official for 
more than 25 years. During that time, he officiated more than 

Gary Slaughter 
Slaughter is a Hughes Springs, Tex. 
native, but his roots are deep in Arkansas. 
He received his BBA in Management/
Marketing from Texas A&M-Commerce 
(formerly East Texas State University) in 
1975 and a degree in Business & 
Economic Development from the 

University of Arkansas-Little Rock in 2004. 
 
Slaughter became a member of the Arkansas Officials 
Association in 1975. He worked four state championship games 
and two All-Star games. He has been a speaker at numerous rules 
clinics. 
 
From 1984-1989 Slaughter worked in the Southland Conference 
and the Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference. He worked three 
Division 1AA and NAIA playoffs. From 1989-1996 he worked in 
the Southwest Conference and Big 12. He was selected to work 
six major bowls – the Rose, Sugar, Gator, Holiday, Citrus and 
Fiesta. That included the 1993 National Championship game 
between undefeated and top-ranked Miami against undefeated 
and second-ranked Alabama. 
 
From 1995 through 1997 Slaughter worked the World League – 
National Football League Europe, and was a part of the crew for 
the 1995 NFL Europe World Championship game between 
Amsterdam and Frankfort. 
 

Slaughter became a National Football League official in 1996 
and is currently still on the job. In 2005 he worked Super Bowl 
XXXIX between New England and Philadelphia. In 2003 and 
2004 he worked the National Football Conference Championship 
games. He worked the 2001 Pro Bowl and has worked numerous 
playoffs. 
 
Slaughter is currently employed by Arkansas Workforce of West 
Memphis as Business Services Manager, a position held since 
2003. He previously worked for Munro & Company of Wynne as 
Operations and Engineering Manager. 
 
Despite a hectic schedule during the fall, Slaughter remains 
committed to his community by working on the board of the 
Cross County Boys and Girls Club,  as chairman of the WIB of 
Eastern Arkansas, as president of the Wynne Athletic Booster 
Club, as chairman of the Private Industry Council, as director of 
the Wynne Economic Development, as president of the Wynne 
Chamber of Commerce, as president of the Kiwanis Club, as a 
Sunday School teacher for 12 years, as a board member of the 
Mid-South Training Council, as vice chairman of the WAGE 
Advisory Committee and by working with Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 
 
Slaughter is married to the former Marla Bradford of Lepanto. 
They have four children – Brent, Katie, Tab and Rhett and three 
grandchildren. 
 
Slaughter’s hobbies are outdoor sports, reading, public speaking, 
coin collecting and landscaping. 

Mike New 
New graduated from Conway High School in 
1969 and received his BSE from the University 
of Central Arkansas in 1974. 
 
New was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the United States Army in 1974. He received 
an honorable discharge in 1982 and served in 
the United States Army Reserve. 
 
New returned to his high school alma mater 

(Conway) in 1975 as an assistant football, track and basketball 
coach. He worked in the Conway School District until 1979. He 

is currently a teacher for the Fayetteville Public School District 
and is a member of the Arkansas Juvenile Detention Association. 
 
New’s high school officiating career started when he joined the 
Arkansas Officials Association in 1979. He later worked in the 
Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference from 1982-1986. From 
1987-1991 he worked in the Southland and Midwestern 
Independent Conferences. 
 
New is currently working in the Southeastern Conference, a 
move he made in 1992. 
 
Mike New is married to Jackie Jones New. They are members of 
the Fellowship Bible Church of Lowell. 
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2006 Hall of Fame Inductees 

2006 Volleyball Rules Changes  

2-1-4 Note: Clarifies the centerline court marking may be a shadow line 
which designates the required 2 inch centerline. Rationale: The rule 
requires a centerline which extends from sideline to sideline. The new 
addition to the rule, provides for flexibility when schools are re-lining 
the gymnasium floor. This notation allows a shadow line to designate the 
required 2-inch width by use of borders or outlines at least a ¼ inch 
wide, which shall lie within the 2-inch width. 
 
2-2-2: Cables used to retract a ceiling-suspended net system and located 
only on one side of the net are playable overhead obstructions. 
Rationale: When a cable system is used to retract a ceiling suspended net 
system and cables are only on one side of the net and serve only to 
retract the net system this retracting cable is a playable overhead 
obstruction only on the side of the court where the cables are located. 
 
4-2-3f: The placement of numbers on the center front of the uniform top 
may now be located no more than 5 inches below the bottom edge of any 
neckline, ribbing, placket or seam. Rationale: It was found that numbers 
being anywhere from three to five inches below the neckline when 
centered were clear and visible. More flexibility in this area will allow 
visible numbers to be legal which previously may not have been legal. 
This change does not make any existing legal uniform illegal and does 
not change the requirement if the number is on the upper left/right of the 
uniform top. Some uniforms previously illegal may now become legal. 
 
10-4-1,2,3,4,5 New: Clarifies and defines when, how and where a libero 
replacement takes place, when the replacement is illegal, redesignation 
of the libero, proper procedures for handling exceptional substitutions 
and disqualifications involving the libero. Rationale: The position of the 
libero is now a part of the competition rules. 
 
5-4-1d: Specifies the umpire shall verify the line-up has been entered 
correctly on the scoresheet by the official scorer. Rationale: Previously, 
errors have been made transposing the lineup from the coach’s lineup 
sheet to the official scoresheet. Verification of the transfer of the lineup 
to the scoresheet by the umpire prior to the match will eliminate these 
mistakes. 
 
5-6-1, 2 & 3: Officially adds the position of the assistant scorer (libero 
tracker) due to addition of libero play. Responsibility is to record libero 
replacements. Location at score table is next to official scorer. Rationale: 
The assistant scorer shall report to the referee 20 minutes prior to the 
match, be seated at the officials table next to the scorer and assist the 
officiating team with all libero tracking duties. Although a separate 
position is preferred, it is acceptable for the official timer to serve as 
assistant scorer. 
 
6-3-2, 4-2-1 & 2, 5-1-1;5-5-2, 6-3-3a, 9-9-1: The rules relating to the 
libero have been changed to place the items in more appropriate sections 
of the rules. Further clarification has been included in the rules to 

incorporate uniform numbering location of libero at moment of serve; 
game administration and penalties involving unnecessary delay. 
Rationale: Previously all rules relating to the libero were contained in 
Rule 6-3, Player Positions. Many of the items in the rule were not related 
to player position. Rules relating to the libero have now been placed 
within more appropriate locations in the rules which address specific 
play, uniforms etc.  
 
7-1-1b: The designated libero for the match shall be identified on the 
team roster. The libero may be listed with two uniform numbers with the 
first as the non-libero number and the second as the libero number (i.e. 
15/L4). “The libero number may not be a duplicate of any other player 
on the roster.” Rationale: The libero must be designated for match play. 
This is done by listing an “L” before the uniform number of the libero. 
To assist schools in the supplying of a libero uniform top without 
unnecessary costs, the libero may have two uniform numbers appear on 
the roster.  
 
9-5-1c; 9-5-5: Definition of a block is changed to having a player close 
to the net who is reaching higher than the net and deflects the ball 
coming from an opponent. “Block attempt,” “completed block,” and 
“collective block” are defined. Back-row players may not complete a 
block or collective block. Rationale: The previous definition of a block 
created play situations in which officials were judging intent. In some 
situations the action of a back-row player who was no where near the top 
of the net was considered to be attempting a block and this action play 
was illegal. Current coaching strategy does not have back-row players 
not capable of blocking attempting the block and taking them out of 
play. Further, such action would not affect play with no contact with the 
ball. “Completed and collective” blocks and “block attempt” are now 
defined. Judging intent is removed in the new definition. 
 
9-5-6: Specifies during play those player actions which are not legal for 
the libero. This placement puts libero player action with other player 
actions in Rule 9. Rationale: All player action, including libero, will be 
more easily located by officials and coaches in Rule 9. 
 
12-2-6: Allows the head coach to stand in the libero replacement zone 
during any dead ball to instruct his/her players. The privilege is lost and 
the head coach must remain seated as outlined in 12-2-5 if a card is 
issued to anyone on the team bench. Rationale: Rules 9 and 12 require 
the coach to remain seated during a game except for a few situations 
(listed in 12-2-5). 12-2-6 now allows the head coach to stand during any 
dead ball to instruct his/her players. Once the referee extends the arm in 
preparation to beckon for serve, the coach must be seated. If the head 
coach or any other coach/team personnel receives a card, the head coach 
will lose the privilege to stand.  

Perry Webb, cont. 
2,000 basketball games and over 400 football games, and worked 
nine basketball state tournaments; working the finals seven times. 
He was recognized as the 2000 National High School Federation 
Basketball Official for Arkansas. 
 
Starting in 1987, he worked NCAA Division I basketball – 
working more than 250 games at the sport’s highest amateur 
level. Although retired from officiating in 2001, he’s still 
involved in support and education of the officiating profession. 

He served until this season as an evaluator of officials for the 
Southeastern Conference – the country’s most prominent 
basketball conference, and still assigns officials for Arkansas’s 
7A-West Conference. 
 
Perry and his wife, Rebecca, reside in Springdale. They have 
three children – Amanda and Sarah, both students at the 
University of Arkansas, and Bartley, who just graduated from 
Springdale High School and is attending the University of Notre 
Dame. 
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YOU MUST NOTIFY THE AOA IF 
YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS.  

PERMIT MAIL WILL NOT BE   
FORWARDED. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 1357 
Little Rock, AR 

1-2-3g: Advertising and/or commercial markings may be 
permitted in the end zones. 
 
1-3-5b: The official line-to-gain and down indicators shall be 
operated approximately 6 feet outside the sideline, where 
facilities permit. 
 
1-5-1: Beginning in 2010, the visiting team shall wear white 
jerseys. Also, the home team has additional limitations as to how 
much white may be on its jerseys. 
 
1-5-1a: At least a four-snap chin strap shall be required to secure 
the helmet. 
 
1-5-1i: Mouth guards shall be of any readily visible color, other 
than white or clear. 
 
1-5-1f2: Beginning in 2008, when measuring the length of a non-
removable cleat, the measurement shall be from the tip of the 
cleat to the sole of the shoe. 
 
1-6-2: Phones and headsets are permitted for use by anyone 
during a authorized sideline time-out. 
 
2-6-2a: An authorized sideline time-out shall be held directly in 
front of the team box and within the 9-yard mark. 
 

2-29, 3-7-6, 9-6-4a: The language and definition of participation 
and substitution have been revised. 
 
2-31-8: A definition has been added to define when a runner 
becomes a kicker. 
 
2-40: The word “intentional” has been removed from the 
spearing rule. 
 
4-2-2: A holder may now recover a snap and retain the same 
options of going back to a knee for the kick, advance, pass or 
running the ball. 
 
7-2-8: The option to use a “planned loose ball” has been 
removed. 
 
7-5-10, 13: The act of illegally touching the ball by an ineligible 
player carries the same penalty whether the act occurs behind, in 
or beyond the line of scrimmage. 
 
Six-, Eight-, and Nine-Player: The 9-yard mark required in 11 
player has been modified to 7-yard mark.  

2006 Football Rules Changes  


