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he Category 19 Dortmund
Sparkassen Chess Meeting
was held between July 8th to
17th and featured six of the

world’s top ten Grandmasters. Pre-
tournament favourites were Bulgarian
World Number Three Veselin Topalov
—fresh from his recent victory at the
M-Tel Masters, as well as two time
Dortmund Champion Peter Leko and
World Champion Vladimir Kramnik—
though the latter would be the first to
admit that his recent form has been poor
by his standards. Other competitors
included super-tournament regulars
Svidler, Adams and Van Wely as well as
some other players who are highly suc-
cessful in strong Open Tournaments
such as Peter Heine Nielsen and Emil
Sutovsky. The local favourite, nineteen
year old Arkadij Naiditsch was partici-
pating for the third year in the Super
Tournament.

With so many experienced Super
Grandmasters competing it was always
going to be difficult to pick a likely
winner, though there were several play-
ers that it was felt were playing “for the
experience” and were not quite yet
ready to win a tournament of this cali-
bre. And yet it turned out that it was one
of these players, teenager Arkadij
Naiditsch, the lowest rated player in the
tournament who re-wrote the record
books with a stunning tournament 
victory scoring 5| points out of 9.  So
surprising was this result I scanned the
record books to find something compa-
rable—one that comes to mind is Glenn
Flear’s historic tournament victory at
the Philips and Drew Tournament in
London 1986, when he was brought in
as a last minute reserve and topped a
field of World Class players. Though,
unlike the British GM, I don’t believe
that Naiditsch went out during one of
his games to get married—but that’s
another story...

As far as I know, it is also the first
time for over eighty years that a
German player has won an event of this
stature. Lasker’s victory in New York
1924 comes to mind but I dont recall
anything since.

Naiditsch made the best possible start
as Sutovsky fell victim to some prepa-
ration in a sharp Sveshnikov. 

Arkadij Naiditsch White
Emil Sutovsky Black

Sicilian Defence

1 e4 c5 2 Ìf3 Ìc6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Ìxd4
Ìf6 5 Ìc3 e5 6 Ìdb5 d6 7 Íg5 a6 
8 Ìa3 b5 9 Ìd5 Íe7 10 Ìxe7 

This is one of many main lines in the
Sveshnikov. Here 10 Íxf6 is the main
move when Black should take with the
bishop with a more positional struggle. 

10 ... Ìxe7 11 Íd3 Íb7 12 Íxf6
gxf6 13 Ëh5 d5 14 0-0-0! d4 

14 ... f5?! 15 exd5 e4 16 d6!. 
15 Ìb1 Ëa5 16 a3 b4 
16 ... Îc8! was suggested by Shipov,

but I cannot immediately see why it’s
any better. 

17 Ëh6 Ìg6 18 g3 
Preparing to play f4 and open lines. 
18 ... Îb8 19 f4 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9-tr-+k+-tr0 
9+l+-+p+p0 
9p+-+-zpnwQ0 
9wq-+-zp-+-0 
9-zp-zpPzP-+0 
9zP-+L+-zP-0 
9-zPP+-+-zP0 
9+NmKR+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

19 ... b3!? 
Tempting but it is uncertain if it’s

best. Black gets all sorts of sacrificial
possibilities which doubtless appealed
to Sutovsky who qualified for this tour-
nament by sacrificing lots of pieces and
winning the Aeroflot Open in Moscow. 

If 19 ... Íc6 20 f5 bxa3 21 Ìxa3
Ëb4 22 fxg6 Ëxb2+ 23 Êd2 Ëxa3 
24 g7± and White’s king will be
remarkably safe on e2. 

Sutovsky suggested 19 ... bxa3!=.
Let’s see. 20 Ìxa3 Ëb4 (b2 is very
weak) 21 Ìc4 Íxe4 (At first sight this
loses but if it does not work there is
nothing else) 22 Íxe4 Ëxc4 23 f5

A) 23 ... Îxb2! secures the draw: 
24 Êxb2 (24 fxg6 Ëb4! 25 gxf7+ Êe7
and wins) 24 ... Ëb4+ 25 Êc1 Ëa3+ 

26 Êd2 Ìf4!! (A fantastic resource and
the only move. Black blocks the
queen’s defence of e3, leaving White
with nothing better than to defend
against the mate and allow a perpetual)
27 Îhe1 Ëc3+ 28 Êc1 with a draw. 

B) 23 ... Êe7 would be an ambitious
attempt to win: 24 fxg6 (24 Íd3 Ëb4
25 b3 Ëc3 26 Îde1 might be less risky
though Black still has a very large 
initiative) 24 ... hxg6 25 Ëd2
(Fantastic, White has to trap his own
king to save the queen!) 25 ... Ëa2 26
Ëe1 Îxb2 with three pawns for a piece
and a raging attack. 

20 c4! dxc3 21 Ìxc3 Îc8 22 f5 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+r+k+-tr0 
9+l+-+p+p0 
9p+-+-zpnwQ0 
9wq-+-zpP+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9zPpsNL+-zP-0 
9-zP-+-+-zP0 
9+-mKR+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

22 ... Ìe7? 
This loses, the immediate sacrifice

was much more promising: 22 ... Îxc3+
23 bxc3 Ëxa3+ 24 Êd2 Ìe7 25 Ëxf6
0-0! and White has at least a draw but
Black is just about on the board .

23 Ëxf6 Îxc3+ 24 Êb1! Îg8 
25 bxc3 Ëxa3 26 Ëb6 

Remarkably Black has nothing. 
26 ... Ëa2+ 27 Êc1 Êf8 28 f6 1-0

Michael Adams White
Veselin Topalov Black

Petroff Defence

1 e4 e5 2 Ìf3 Ìf6 3 d4 
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A SURPRISE WINNER IN DORTMUND!
by James Coleman

T Sparkassen Chess Meeting, Dortmund 
8-17 July 2005. Average Rating: 2709 (Category 19)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Tot

1 A.Naiditsch Germany 2612 X 0 | | | | | 1 1 1 5| 
2  V.Topalov Bulgaria 2788 1 X | 1 | 0 0 1 | | 5 
3  E.Bacrot France 2729 | | X 0 | 1 1 | 1 0 5 
4  L.Van Wely Holland 2655 | 0 1 X | | 1 0 1 | 5
5  P.Svidler Russia 2738 | | | | X | | 1 | | 5
6  V.Kramnik Russia 2744 | 1 0 | | X | | 0 1 4|
7  M.Adams England 2719 | 1 0 0 | | X | | 1 4|
8  P.Leko Hungary 2763 0 0 | 1 0 | | X | 1 4
9  E.Sutovsky Israel 2674 0 | 0 0 | 1 | | X | 3|

10 P.H.Nielsen Denmark 2668 0 | 1 | | 0 0 0 | X 3 



A less common move order than 
3 Ìxe5 d6 4 Ìf3 Ìxe4. 

3 ... Ìxe4 4 Íd3 d5 
4 ... Ìc6!? 5 Íxe4 d5 is Murey’s

incredible idea which succeeded at first
but White has a few paths to an advan-
tage, one of which is 6 Ìxe5 Ìxe5 
7 dxe5 dxe4 8 Ëxd8+ Êxd8 and White
is slightly better in the ending. 

5 Ìxe5 Ìd7 
5 ... Íd6 Is another popular main

line, the two lines often transpose as is
the case in this game after Black’s 
seventh move. 

6 Ìxd7 Íxd7 7 0-0 Íd6 8 Ìc3 
8 Îe1 allows an immediate draw: 8 ...

Íxh2+ 9 Êxh2 Ëh4+. 
8 ... Ìxc3 9 bxc3 0-0 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+-wq-trk+0 
9zppzpl+pzpp0 
9-+-vl-+-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-zP-+-+0 
9+-zPL+-+-0 
9P+P+-zPPzP0 
9tR-vLQ+RmK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

On the face of it Black stands well
with a slight lead in development and
better pawns. White’s next move is
what changes the assessment. 

10 Ëh5 
Hitting d5 and f5 and forcing a weak-

ness though the exchange of knights
reduces the value of the outpost of e5.
Theory considers this position to be
slightly better for White.

10 ... f5 
The Íd7 is now condemned to a 

passive existence. 
11 Îe1 c6 
11 ... Ëf6 intending Îae8 is more

consistent. 12 Ëf3 Êh8 13 Ëxd5 
(13 Íf4 is better.) 13 ... Íc6 is a risky
pawn grab for White. 

12 Íg5 Ëc7 13 c4 Íe8 
13 ... Íb4 14 Îe2 Íc3 15 Îd1 Íxd4

16 cxd5 cxd5 17 Ëf3 Ëa5 18 c4! with
the intiaitive and if 18 ... Íc6 19 Íe7. 

14 Ëh3 h6 
14 ... dxc4 was previously played,

intending to avoid the kind of clamp
that White effects in this game. 

15 Íd2 Ëf7 16 c5 Íc7 17 Îab1
Ëd7 

Alternatives are 17 ... Îb8!? and 17 ...
b6, met by 18 cxb6 axb6 19 Íb4. 

18 Ëf3 Íg6 19 h4! 

Squeeze. 
19 ... Ëf7 20 Íf4 
Trying to exchange the good bishop

by 20 Îxb7 Íh2+ 21 Êxh2 Ëxb7 22
Îe6 gives some compensation but there
is no need to sacrifice at this stage.
Adams has a stable advantage with f5
weak and the black bishops passive in
comparison to White’s. 

20 ... Ía5! 21 Îec1 Íh5 22 Ëg3 b5
23 cxb6 Íxb6 24 c3 

24 Íxh6?? f4 25 Ëg5 Íd8 26 Ëe5
gxh6. 

24 ... Êh7 25 Íe5 Ëg6 26 Ëf4 
Adams avoids a queen exchange as

his king is the safer. 
26 ... Îae8 27 Îe1 Êg8 28 f3! 
Threat g4. 
28 ... Ëf7 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-+rtrk+0 
9zp-+-+qzp-0 
9-vlp+-+-zp0 
9+-+pvLp+l0 
9-+-zP-wQ-zP0 
9+-zPL+P+-0 
9P+-+-+P+0 
9+R+-tR-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

29 Íd6 
The killer move because the e7

square and the f5 pawn cannot both be
held. 

29 ... Îxe1+ 30 Îxe1 Îe8 
30 ... Îd8 31 Íb4 Íg6 32 Îe7. 
31 Îxe8+ Ëxe8 32 Íe5 
32 Ëxf5? Ëe1+ 33 Êh2 Ëxh4+ gets

the queens off and Black escapes. Now
there is no counterplay. 

32 ... Íg6 33 Íxf5 
33 h5 was a tempting alternative.

Perhaps Adams felt the position after 
33 ... Íxh5 34 Ëxf5 Íg6 35 Ëxg6
Ëxe5 was a little bit loose, though after
36 Êf2 he has a good position as c6
cannot be satisfactorily defended. 

33 ... Ëf7 34 Íc8 Ëxf4 35 Íxf4
Ía5 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+L+-+k+0 
9zp-+-+-zp-0 
9-+p+-+lzp0 
9vl-+p+-+-0 
9-+-zP-vL-zP0 
9+-zP-+P+-0 
9P+-+-+P+0 
9+-+-+-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

36 Íb8 
This wins because an outside passed

pawn is created. Black could have pre-
vented it but then would have been
totally tied down. 

36 ... a6 
36 ... Íb6 37 Íb7 Íe8 38 Êf2 Êf7

39 Êe3 and Black is completely passive
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Did Arkadij Naiditsch achieve the best German
result since Emanuel Lasker’s win

at New York 1924?
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and a kingside pawn advance
will decide. 

37 Íxa6 Íb1 38 a3 Íxc3
39 Ía7 Íc2 40 h5 Êf7 
41 Êf2 Íb2 42 Íc5 Íc1 43 Êe1
Íf4 44 Íe2 Íb3 45 g4 Ía4
46 Íd1 Íg3+ 47 Êe2 Íb5+
48 Êe3 Íc7 49 a4 Íc4 50
Íb4 

Adams methodically pushes
the pawn home 

50 ... Íh2 51 Êf2 g6 
52 hxg6+ Êxg6 53 Íe2 Íg1+
54 Êxg1 Íxe2 55 Êf2 

The winning plan is f4 f5
Êg3 Êf4 and pawn a5. Black
will be unable to prevent a fur-
ther king march and playing
....h5 allows gxh5 with a sec-
ond outside passed pawn

1-0

Emil Sutovsky White
Vladimir Kramnik Black

Ruy Lopez

1 e4 e5 2 Ìf3 Ìc6 3 Íb5
Ìf6 4 d3 

4 0-0 Ìxe4 5 d4 Ìd6 6 Íxc6 dxc6 7
dxe5 Ìf5 8 Ëxd8+ Êxd8 is the tabiya
position of the infamous “Berlin Wall”
which Kramnik used to such good
effect to frustrate Kasparov in their
World Title Match in Autumn 2000. I
have played this line myself as Black
many times in tournament games as
well as hundreds of Internet Blitz
games and, although White is definitely
slightly better, the positions are not to
everyone’s taste. Sutovsky’s move is a
popular way to avoid the ending and it
contains a fair amount of poision if not
handled correctly by Black. 

4 ... d6 
4 ... Íc5 is the

other main line and
my usual choice
though it’s purely 
a matter of taste, 
5 c3 (5 Íxc6 dxc6 6
Ìxe5?? Ëd4) 5 ... 0-0
6 0-0 d6 7 h3 Ìe7 
8 d4 Íb6 9 Îe1 Ìg6
and White was 
no more than 
fractionally better in
V e l i k h a n l i -
J.Coleman, Abu
Dhabi Open 2004, as
well as several other
games. Black has
never lost this posi-
tion according to my
database.  

5 0-0 g6 6 d4 
I think a natural

question would be to
wonder why White
appears to lose a

tempo with d2-d3 and then almost
immediately d3-d4 ? The answer is 
simply one of circumstances—had
White played d2-d4 on move 4, Black
would have been well placed to react to
it—but now, with the moves d7-d6 and
g7-g6 inserted, the central break is 
justified, even a tempo down. In effect
White is allowing Black to play one of
the less highly regarded Lopez
defences, a tempo ahead. 

6 ... Íd7 7 Îe1 Íg7 8 d5 Ìe7 
9 Íxd7+ Ìxd7 

9 ... Ëxd7 wouldn’t make sense—
Black recaptures with the knight to

pave the way for the advance of the 
f-pawn. 

10 Íe3 
A queenside pawn advance is another

way to handle the position 10 a4 0-0 
11 a5 a6 12 c4 h6 13 Îa3 f5 14 b4 was
Morozevich-K.Georgiev, Mallorca
2004. The position bears quite a resem-
blance to a King’s Indian. 

10 ... f5 
This may be the place to look for

improvements, as Kramnik’s position
soon becomes quite loose. Perhaps he
should simply have castled here. 

11 Ìg5 Ìf8 12 exf5 gxf5 13 f4 Ëd7
14 c4 Ìeg6 15 Ìc3 h6 16 Ìf3 e4 
17 Ìd4 h5 18 Ìcb5 Êf7 

White was threatening to play Ìxf5
and Ìxc7+ 

19 Ìe6 Ìxe6 20 dxe6+ Êxe6 21
Ëd5+ 

21 Ìxc7+ Ëxc7 22 Ëd5+ Êe7 
23 Ëxf5 Ìf8 24 Ëxe4+ Êd8 25 Íxa7
is a typically bizarre variation suggest-
ed by Fritz which it understandably
rates as clearly better for White.

21 ... Êe7 22 c5 c6 23 cxd6+ 
23 Ëxd6+ Ëxd6 24 Ìxd6 was the

safe way for White to play. After 24 ...
Êe6 the ending looks approximately
equal. 

23 ... Êf8 24 Ëb3 cxb5 25 Îac1 
Intending c7.  
25 ... Ëf7 26 Ëxb5 a6 27 Ëb6
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+-+-mk-tr0 
9+p+-+qvl-0 
9pwQ-zP-+n+0 
9+-+-+p+p0 
9-+-+pzP-+0 
9+-+-vL-+-0 
9PzP-+-+PzP0 
9+-tR-tR-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

27 ... Êg8 
Kramnik is a master of defence but

this position proves too much even for
him. 27 ... Íf6 is a suggestion by the
computer, when after 28 Îc7 Ëe6 29
Îd1 Îd8 the position is quite scary for
Black although he does still have that
extra piece. 

28 Îed1 Êh7 29 Îc7 Ëf8 30 Íd4
Îg8 31 Ëxb7 e3 

There is nothing to be done. 31 ...
Ìxf4 32 Îf7 wins. 

32 Îf7 Îb8 33 Ëd7 Îd8 34 Ëxf5
Ëxf7 35 Ëxf7 Îxd6 36 Êf1 Ìxf4 
37 Ëf5+ 

Sutovsky plans to give back some
material to liquidate into a winning end-
ing. The rest is simply a mopping up
job. 

37 ... Îg6 38 Ëxf4 Îf8 39 Ëxf8
Íxf8 40 Íxe3 Îe6 41 Êf2 Êg6 
42 Îd5 Íe7 43 Íc5 Íf6 44 b3 Íe5 
45 g3 h4 46 gxh4 Íxh2 47 h5+ Êh7
48 Êf3 Íe5 49 Îd7+ Êh6 50 Êg4
Íg7 51 Îd6 1-0
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Emil Sutovsky seems quietly confident

...but what do you think of your
position, Vlad?
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1
T.Ishhanov-M.Khachiyan 

Round Four

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-mk-+-+0 
9zp-+p+-zPR0 
9-+-+p+-+0 
9+P+-mK-+-0 
9P+-+-+r+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

White to move

2
D.Fridman-L.Milman

Round Eight

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-mk-+Ntr-0 
9R+n+p+-+0 
9zP-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-mK-+-0 
9-+-+-zP-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

White to move

3
V.Akobian-B.Lugo

Round Nine

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-wQ-+-+-+0 
9zp-+-wq-mk-0 
9-zp-+p+p+0 
9tr-+l+-+-0 
9-+-zP-+R+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+P+0 
9+-+-+R+K0 
xiiiiiiiiy

White to move

4
L.Van Wely-T.Miller

Round One

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+k+-tr0 
9zpp+-+pvlp0 
9-+pzp-+p+0 
9wq-sNPzp-vLP0 
9-+P+P+n+0 
9+-+-+N+-0 
9PzP-+LzPP+0 
9tR-+QmK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

White to move

5
S.Kudrin-T.Lunna

Round One

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-+rsn-mk0 
9+-zp-+pzpp0 
9-zp-+-+-+0 
9+Q+P+-+-0 
9-+N+-+qzP0 
9+-+-+-zP-0 
9PzP-+-zP-+0 
9+-+R+-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

White to move

6
D.Fridman-A.Del Mundo

Round Four

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-trrvlk+0 
9+qsn-+pzpp0 
9-+-sn-+-+0 
9zp-+-+-+-0 
9Pzp-wQ-+-+0 
9+-+L+NvL-0 
9-zP-+-zPPzP0 
9tR-+R+-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

White to move

7
Y.Shulman-D.Zimbeck

Round One

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+ktr-+-tr0 
9zppzp-+pzpp0 
9lvlN+-+-sn0 
9wQ-+P+-+-0 
9-+-+-vLP+0 
9+-sN-+-+q0 
9PzP-+-zP-zP0 
9+-mKR+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

White to move

8
A.Simutowe-P.Atoofi

Round Six

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-tr-trk+0 
9zpp+-+pvl-0 
9n+p+lsn-zp0 
9+-+p+Nzp-0 
9-+PvLPwq-+0 
9+-sN-+-+P0 
9PzP-+LzPP+0 
9tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

White to move

9
R.Vasquez-J.Friedel 

Round Four

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-mk-+-+0 
9zpl+-+Q+-0 
9-+-vl-+r+0 
9+-zp-wq-+-0 
9-+L+pvL-+0 
9+P+-+-tr-0 
9P+-+-+-tR0 
9+-+R+-+K0 
xiiiiiiiiy

Black to move

10
D.Schneider-L.Van Wely

Round Six

XIIIIIIIIY 
9l+-+r+k+0 
9+-wq-vlp+R0 
9p+-+p+p+0 
9+-zpp+-zP-0 
9-+-vLPzP-+0 
9+P+P+-+-0 
9r+R+-wQ-zP0 
9+-+-+-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

Black to move

11
T.Ishhanov -V.Georgiev

Round Six

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-wqr+k+0 
9+-zp-+p+-0 
9-vl-zp-+-zp0 
9+p+Psn-zp-0 
9-zP-sNP+l+0 
9+-+-+-zPP0 
9-+L+N+P+0 
9+-+QtR-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

Black to move

FIND THE

WINNING MOVES

This month all the puzzles are

taken from the big money

Minneapolis HB Global CC

tournament held in the USA

in May and won by

Vladimir Akobian 

Solutions are on page 40.



hen I first told people I
was planning on going
to Moldova to play
in a chess tournament,
“How nice!” the non-
c h e s s p l a y e r s
remarked, trying to

cover up the fact they had never even
heard of the country. When I phoned to
confirm my flights the operator kept
insisting I was travelling to Kiev,
“Chisinau,” I corrected for the
umpteenth time.

“Yeees” he repeated slowly “when
you arrive in Kiev”. 

Hmm...
Chess players, being in general fairly

well acquainted with the more obscure
places in the world, laughed or pulled a
face. Those that had visited Moldova
looked grim but seeing my worried face
hastily added that things had probably
changed now.

Despite my forebodings, I was pleas-
antly surprised that Chisinau is actually
a very cosmopolitan city. With its vast
array of greenness and lovely warm
weather; this was the perfect backdrop
for the 6th European Individual
Championship. These championships
for both men and women have been a
source of great controversy and
headache over the years. This year’s
championships aimed to resolve most
of the issues that had haunted previous
year’s efforts by introducing changes
and consulting the players about what
they wanted. 

For the first time, players could
choose where they wanted to stay and
since the tournaments and hotels were
located in the centre it meant that play-
ers were able to do as they liked—for
many it was to shop! Food, is always a
topic of contention in chess tourna-
ments: at the Olympiad in Mallorca,
FIDE fought the great battle for water
against the organisers. In Moldova, the
battle continued although it was not
over water this time but over small food
portions! However our hotel had the
last laugh by serving us chicken or beef
for lunch and dinner for over 16 days!! 

There are no restrictions on who 
can enter the European Women’s
Championships (besides the obvious
guys!). Providing one can afford the
steep accommodation and travel costs,
one has the opportunity to fight for the
eighteen world championship places
available. Competition as expected was
fierce with 163 players competing.
Even though some of the big names
were absent, having already qualified
for the World Championship last year,
the tournament actually resembled a
massive European Junior event with all
the upcoming talents present—in fact
the youngest participant was only nine
years old!

With a first prize of $7000 and gener-
ous money prizes for the top twenty
five, the games were typically uncom-
promising and aggressive. Throughout
the tournament it was almost impossi-
ble to tell who would be the likely win-
ner with the lead fluctuating between
several players. A tournament of twelve
gruelling rounds requires plenty of
stamina and typically many who had
seemed like strong contenders for the
title fell by the wayside with poor fin-
ishes whilst others sprung up from
nowhere with a strong final perform-
ance. 

In the end it was the two decisive
results for Nadezdha Kosintseva and
Kateryna Lahno in round eleven against
Peng Zhaoqin and Viktorija Cmilyte
respectively that decided who would
take first place. Although they were
only half a point clear of the field going
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European WWomen’s CChampionship

WGM JJovanka HHouska rreports

W
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into the last round they were both
helped by the fact that almost all 
of the top boards settled for quick 
draws to secure a guaranteed World
Championship Place. 

Like last year, the winner of the tour-
nament was decided by a play-off; there

it was Kateryna Lahno who stamped
her authority by crushing Nadezdha
Kosintseva to claim the European
Crown. I first heard about Kateryna
Lahno two years ago in Istanbul where
she was the only female participant in
the European Male championship. I

remembered the English guys dis-
cussing how the “little girlie” had pro-
duced a remarkable performance and
crushed several GMs. Since then she
has grown in maturity and confidence
and this has reflected in her play. In
Chisinau, she breezed through the com-
petition seizing all the chances she was
given by her opponents. So impressive
was the 16 year old’s performance, that
had she won her final game then she
would have made a grandmaster norm
and hence received the male
Grandmaster title. 

In the game that effectively gave her
European title, Kateryna, by playing
simple and forceful chess, makes her
opponents look completely helpless.
What impressed me about this game,
played in the tiebreak, is that when
nerves and emotions are running riot,
Kateryna was completely composed
and ruthless!

Nadezhda Kosintseva (2459) White
Kateryna Lahno (2467) Black

Game One, Playoff
Sicilian Defence

1 e4 e5 2 Ìf3 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 Ìc6 4 g3 
The Glek system. Although this move

looks fairly harmless it is actually more
dangerous than it appears—especially
to one unprepared! 

4 ... d5 
Black has two valid plans here, one is

to strike immediately in the centre with
4 ... d5, the other is to keep the position
closed with 4 ... Íc5. Should Black
choose the second option then White’s
plan would be to castle kingside and
where possible begin an attack down
the f-file. 4 ... Íc5 5 Íg2 d6 6 d3 a6 7
h3 h6 8 Íe3 Íxe3 9 fxe3 Ìe7 10 0-0=. 

5 exd5 Ìxd5 6 Íg2 Ìxc3 7 bxc3
Íd6 

Black can also choose to place the
bishop on c5 or e7. 

8 0-0 0-0 

September 2005  CHESS  23

PHOTO: MARK HUBA

Nadezhda
Kosintseva

loses pplay ooff

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+lwq-trk+0 
9zppzp-+pzpp0 
9-+nvl-+-+0 
9+-+-zp-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-zP-+NzP-0 
9P+PzP-zPLzP0 
9tR-vLQ+RmK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy 



Edited by Jimmy Adams. Contributors include: Alexander Morozevich, Nigel Short,
Mickey Adams, Boris Gelfand, Danny King, Larry Evans, Alexander Baburin, 

Malcolm Pein, Neil McDonald, Chris Ward, and many more.

� Regular features on contemporary chess events    � Opening Theory � Collectors Corner 

� Book Reviews   � How Good is Your Chess by GM Danny King   � Instruction for club players

� Foreign news   � Readers Letters   � Chess History   � Problems and more!

Chess & Bridge Ltd
369 Euston Road London NW1 3AR

Tel: 020 7388 2404 Fax 020 7388 2407

Name...................................................................

Address.................................................................

............................................................................

............................................Postcode..................

Telephone.............................................................

Total amount payable £/$.....................enclosed*

or please charge my credit card number shown.
* cheques made payable to Chess & Bridge Ltd

Card Number ...............................................

Card Type (please check as appropriate)
Access   Visa  Mastercard   Amex    Switch   Other

Switch

Issue No.

Expiry

Date

Renew online at

www.chess.co.uk
Email us:

info@chess.co.uk

(12 issues per year) One year      Two Years      Three Years
United Kingdom £39.95 £69.95 £99.95
Europe £49.95 £89.95 £129.95
USA & Canada $80.00 $140.00 $195.00
Rest of World (Airmail)    £60.00         £110.00 £160.00  

SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE && SAVESAVE

Get a £10 gift voucher with each friend you sign up!

How it Works
We want to reward you when you get a friend to subscribe to CHESS magazine. For each person you get

to subscribe to CHESS we will send you a £10 gift voucher which is redeemable against all our products.

How to claim your voucher
When your friend signs up to CHESS magazine, they must mention your name and your home postal code.

When they pay for their CHESS magazine subscription we will automatically send you a £10 gift voucher.

Ways to Subscribe 
1. Online at www.chess.co.uk/mag.html - add referral details to the additional information field of the order form.

2. Telephone 020 7388 2404, or fax 020 7388 2407.

3. Post the subscription form below to Chess & Bridge 369 Euston Rd, London NW1 3AR.

4. If you are in the USA or Canada call us on 1-561-827-0993



3-in-1 Ultimate Collection (DVD)
£29.95/Subscribers £25
The 3-in-1 Ultimate Collection includes
Master Chess 5000, Nalimov Table
Base and Ultimate Game Collection 6.
This represents an excellent collection
of software at an even better price. 

Master Chess 5000
1.3 Million Master Level Games up to
June 2005. Ruffian Chess Engine rated
2671 standard chess & over 3000 at
blitz chess. Easy to use database system
that searches for players, openings and
results. GrandMaster statistical tree,
ECO codes, Analyses Games, imports
and exports PGN files.

Nalimov Table Base
Using the Master Chess 5000 Chess
engine “Ruffian,” this 7GB database of
endgames allows you to play and ana-
lyze the perfect endgames with 5 pieces
or less. This is the ultimate tool for
studying endgame theory.

Ultimate Game Collection 6
One of the largest commercially avail-
able databases of chess games contain-
ing 3 million games from 1485 to June
2005 in Chessbase format, (also works
with Fritz.) Contains bonus demo soft-
ware of excellent programs such as
Bookup, Chess School Advance, ICC
(free 7 day trial), Chess Mentor and CT
Art.
This is a standalone piece of software.
System Requirements: PC, DVD Rom
Drive, Windows XP.

Chess Openings for Black, Explained 
(A Complete Repertoire)
by Lev Alburt, 
Roman Dzindzhichhashvili, 
Eugene Perelshteyn 
£19.99 / Subscribers £18
550 pages.
Gives you a complete repertoire of
opening play -as well as a review of all
openings and an explanation of the
principles of playing this crucial stage
of the game. And although these books
concentrate on the first 20 moves or so
of a chess game, they never leave you
hanging without a plan. The authors
make sure you know the themes and
ideas so that you can follow up your
opening play with winning strategies.
Fully illustrated with two-color chess
diagrams throughout. 

The Scotch Game Explained
by Gary Lane 
£14.99 / Subscribers £13.99
Softback. 168 pages. Batsford 
Gary Lane provides a back-to-basics
volume on one of the classical openings
which has been revamped by young 

talents such as Nakamura, Radjabov
and Karjakin. The book is easy to read
and clearly explains how to use the
open game to create plenty of attacking
opportunities. The author covers the
Mieses, Four Knights, Kasparov,
Classical and Steinitz variations giving
many model games that provide the
reader with a real understanding of this
opening. 

The Chess Organiser’s Handbook
(3rd edition)
incorporating the 2005 FIDE LAWS
OF CHESS
by Stewart Reuben
£15 / Subscribers £14 
This third edition, while retaining a
compact size, features increased legibil-
ity. As well as updated comprehensive
and practical information on all aspects
of running tournaments. Several new
chapters have been added on inputting
games, websites, junior chess 
and peripheral events. FIDE Title
Regulations have been fully revised and
the various Swiss Pairing Systems are
compared critically.
It also contains the new FIDE (World
Chess Federation) Official Laws of
Chess. These Laws were revised at the
Chess Olympiad in Calvia, with
changes taking effect from July 2005. 

A Complete Guide 
to the Grivas Sicilian
by Efstratios Grivas 
£13.99 / Subscribers £12.99
Softback. 144 pages. Gambit. 
This book is in every way a definitive
guide: Efstratios Grivas provides the
inside story on a variation of the
Sicilian Defence that he has worked for
more than 20 years to perfect, and
which rightly bears his name. The
Grivas Sicilian (1 e4 c5 2 Ìf3 Ìc6 3 d4
cxd4 4 Ìxd4 Ëb6) has proved itself
sound and reliable in practice, but is
also far less well investigated than most
Sicilian systems. This gives it an extra
sting in practice, which readers will be
able to use to their advantage over the
board—it is most unlikely that their
opponents will have ready a well-
worked-out response. The Grivas
Sicilian generally leads to positions
akin to the Scheveningen, but with
some subtle differences. Grivas
explains these subtleties at length, help-
ing readers to exploit all their chances
to seize the initiative. 

Chess Self-Improvement
by Zenon Franco 
£16.99 / Subscribers £15.99
Softback. 240 large pages. Gambit. 
Zenon Franco guides you through 50
top-level games, challenges you to
guess key moves correctly, and poses
questions at critical moments. Points
are awarded for good answers, and at
the end of each game, a score-chart
rates the reader’s performance. This
material has never appeared in the
English language before, and represents
the pick of monthly articles that Franco
has written for a quarter of a century in
Spanish-language magazines, revised
and rechecked for this book. 

Starting Out: Slav & Semi-Slav
by Glenn Flear 
£13.99 / £12.99
Softback. 160 pages. Everyman.
Glenn Flear covers defences against the
Queen’s Gambit as part of Everyman’s
popular Starting Out... series, which is
packed with tips as well as highlightling
key strategies for both sides. 

Ruy Lopez Exchange
by Krzystof Panczyk & Jacek Ilczuk
£14.99 / Subscribers £13.99
Softback. 160 pages. 
Explains the crucial strategies and tac-
tics of the Ruy Lopez Exchange. Using
model games for both White and Black,
the authors provide a thorough school-
ing in the key ideas of both the fashion-
able lines and the more offbeat varia-
tions. 

Italian Game & Evans Gambit
by Jan Pinski 
£14.99 / Subscribers £13.99
Softback. 160 pages.
An exciting new book from Jan Pinski,
who has previously authored books on
both Two and Four Knights’ Openings,
It covers the romantic Italian Game and
Evans Gambit. 

Informator 93
£20.95 / Subscribers £18.95
Softback. 400 pages. 
As always great value for money. The
most important games from recent
events, catalogued under openings and
with languageless annotations.
Covering Moscow, Capelle la Grande,
Linares, Poikovsky, Monaco, Dos
Hermanas, Malmo, Copenhagen,
Havana, Sofia, Sarajevo, Istratescu vs
Karpov, and Adams-Leko. 
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FRITZ 8 - CHAMPIONSHIP EDITION (CD)    £39.95

The best selling professional chess program

“I use Fritz regularly for my analysis” - Garry Kasparov,
NEW - Improved Fritz8 engine, stronger than ever before!

NEW - Photo-realistic 3D chessboards

NEW - Over 90 minutes of tutorial featuring Garry Kasparov and others.

Playing levels from beginner to Grandmaster. * A warning system to point out mistakes.

* An in-depth hint system to get you moving in the right direction. * Afterwards, it will

analyse your games and point out mistakes and improvements. * Openings book with

a very wide repertoire, Fritz can even teach you how to play the openings! * A data-

base with nearly half a million master games to play through.

THE LONDON CHESS CENTRE

369 Euston Road   London   NW1 3AR 
To order call: 020 7388 2404  or order online at www.chess.co.uk

MEGA DATABASE 2005 (DVD) £99.95 Nearly 3 million
games to end 2004. 57,000 games with commentary from top

players. The ChessBase opening classification including more

than 100,000 key positions, direct access to players/tourna-

ments/middlegames/endgames. The largest top-class annotat-

ed database in the world. Mega 2005 also features new

Playerbase with 183,000 entries, and 22,700 pictures. 

Update from 2004 £39.95 Upgrade from Older Version £69.95

(return CD) (return CD)

BIG DATABASE 2005 (CD) £39.95 Contains the same 
3 million games as Mega Database 2005 (see above) but with-

out any annotations making an excellent entry-level database.

Big Database Upgrade (return CD) £24.95

Attacking Chess Volume 1 Jacob Aagaard £17.95

Attacking Chess Volume 2 Jacob Aagaard £17.95

Both Attacking Chess DVDs Jacob Aagaard £35.00  

Basic Positional Ideas Jacob Aagaard £17.95

Strategy & Tactics Peter Wells £17.95

NEW!  The ABC of Chess Openings Andrew Martin £17.95

The ABC of the Ruy Lopez Andrew Martin £17.95

The ABC of the King ‘s Indian Andrew Martin £17.95

Nimzo Indian - The Easy Way Jacob Aagaard £17.95 

How to Play the Queen’s Gambit Garry Kasparov £24.95

NEW!  How to Play the Najdorf - Part 1 Garry Kasparov £24.95 

Basics of Winning Chess Andrew Martin £17.95

My Life For Chess Vol 1  Viktor Korchnoi £17.95

My Life For Chess Vol 2 Viktor Korchnoi £17.95

Both Korchnoi DVDs Viktor Korchnoi £35

Get any 5 for £80!! Get all 13 for £200
Requires: Windows XP, 2000, ME, 98, Windows Media Player 9. Attention: this course is a supplemen-

tary program for Fritz8/Chessbase9/Shredder8/Junior8/Hiarcs9/Tiger15 and can only be run if one of

these chess programs is installed on your PC. No playing program is supplied with this training course.

With the new ‘Fritz Media System’ chess training has never been so 

accessible. Sit back and watch a Grandmaster talk you through his thought

processes as the pieces move on the board. Much more interactive than any

book as you can pause the lecture, fast forward or rewind, you can even stop

the video and try out the position against Fritz. Each CD splits the material into

bite size chapters for easy digestion. Average running time per DVD: 3 hours.

‘Very positionally minded’

Hiarcs 9 (CD)   £39.95

‘Tactically aggressive player’

Junior 9 (CD)   £39.95

‘Human-like style’

Shredder 9 (CD)   £39.95

ChessBase produce a range of other programs each with their own unique playing style and opening

repertoire. All of these use the same graphical interface as Fritz and have very similar options.

‘Deep’ versions of a program are customised for multiprocessor machines, enabling
them to utilise the extra processing power to the fullest. 

Deep Fritz 8, Deep Junior 9, Deep Shredder 9 all available for £74.95 each

Softwaree thiss month...

NEW

Fritzz Mediaa System

Make the computer an

openings monster!

Perfect play in 5 or 

fewer piece endings!

Above: Fritz points out 

your mistakes!

Right: Excellent graphical 

interface - packed full of features!

ABC of Chess Openings (DVD)

Andrew Martin 

£17.99

The Paulsen System (CD)

Alex Angos

£17.99

Chess Combinations

Encyclopedia (CD) 

Pocket CT-Art (CD)

This is for Pocket PC’s only!

£24.95

How to Play the Najdorf - Pt 1

Garry Kasparov

£24.99

MCO 1...Nc6 (CD)

Chess Assistant

£17.99

BEEF UP YOUR PROGRAM! 
Buy any playing program on this page along with 

Powerbooks 2005 & Endgame Turbo 2 for only £99.99 (save £19.85)

Otherr memberss off thee Fritzz family...

Not to be missed!



10%OFF

Subscriber’s Specials
.... anotherr reasonn whyy itt payss too subscribe

ONLY subscribers to CHESS MAGAZINE may order items from this
page at the prices and conditions shown on this page.
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Please add 20% Europe and 25% Rest of the World. 
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Offerr 133 Mega Corr 4
rrp £29.95 subscribers £27

The CD has over 700,000 games in ChessBase, Chess
Assistant and PGN formats making it the largest ever

correspondence game database. Also includes all
Chess Mail issues in PDF format, a complete PDF 

version of Tim Harding's book, 'Winning at
Correspondence Chess'. An unmatched resource for
all correspondence players from beginners to master.

Forr onee monthh onlyy wee aree offeringg 10%% offf ourr cataloguee pricess too thee readerss of
Chesss magazine.. UK subscriberss too Chesss magazinee willl alsoo havee noo postagee charge

addedd too theirr order!! Orderss mustt bee placedd byy telephonee 0200 73888 2404
orr byy maill (too Chesss & Bridge))   quotingg reference:: 100 offf 2005

Noo cataloguee enclosedd withh thiss magazine? Pleasee calll 0200 73888 2404
Discountt nott availablee onn alreadyy discountedd items.
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Chess Organiser’s Handbook

Stewart Reuben
RRP £15  Subs £13.50

Chess Openings for Black, Explained

Lev Alburt & Roman Dzindzichashvili
RRP £19.99  Subs £18

Complete Guide to Grivas Sicilian

Efstratios Grivas
RRP £13.99  Subs £12.99

Chess Self-Improvement

Zenon Franco
RRP £16.99  Subs £15

The Scotch Game Explained

Gary Lane
RRP £14.99  Subs £13.99

Informator 93

Various Annotators
RRP £20.95  Subs £18.95

The Benko Gambit

Jan Pinski
RRP £13.99  Subs £12.99

Sicilian Sveshnikov Reloaded

Dorian Rogozenko
RRP £16.99  Subs £15.99

Starting Out: Slav and Semi-Slav

Zenon Franco
RRP £13.99  Subs £12.99

Ruy Lopez Exchange 

Panczyk & Ilczuk
RRP £14.99  Subs £13.99

The Ultimate 3 in 1 

Chess Collection

RRP £29.99  Subs £25

Italian Game and Evans Gambit

Chess Collection
RRP £14.99  Subs £13.99




